STANHOPE  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weardale  Rura!  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  1907  along  with  the 
Birth,  Mortality  and  Infectious  Disease  Statistics. 

General  Description  of  District.  The  district  consists  of 
a  portion  of  the  Wear  Valley  about  six  miles  in  length,  extending 
from  Eastgate  in  the  west  to  below  Frosterley  in  the  east.  About 
the  centre  of  the  district  a  small  portion,  adjacent  to  the  river  Wear, 
is  cut  off  to  form  the  Stanhope  Urban  District  with  separate  sanitary 
supervision.  From  the  river  Wear  the  district  extends  north  and  south 
over  heathery  fells  to  the  Derwent  and  Tees  watersheds  respectively. 
At  the  northern  and  southern  confines  of  the  district  there  are  emin¬ 
ences  1,700  feet  in  height.  The  river  Wear  is  750  feet  above  sea 
level  where  it  enters  the  district  and  550  feet  where  it  leaves  the 
district.  The  Wear  and  its  tributary  burns  are  all  rapidly  flowing 
streams  on  stony  beds.  The  district  is  very  hilly,  a  large  portion  of 
it  consisting  of  moorland,  the  remainder  of  permanent  pasture  and 
meadow  hay  land,  with  now  only  a  small  amount  of  arable  land. 

I  here  is  a  moderate  amount  of  wood,  mostly  in  proximity  to  the 
streams.  More  planting  might  with  advantage  be  carried  out  on 
much  of  the  waste  land.  Tire  leading  geological  feature  is  the  Great 
Limestone  which  crops  out  on  either  side  of  the  valley.  This  bed  of 
stone,  over  70  feet  in  depth,  is  extensively  quarried  in  the  eastern 
end  of  the  district,  for  supplying  the  iron  furnaces  in  the  Middlesbro’ 
neighbourhood.  Over  1,000  men  are  regularly  employed  in  these 
quarries.  Whinstone  quarrying  employs  a  small  number  of  men. 
At  Rookhope  the  majority  of  the  men  are  engaged  in  lead  mining. 
I  his  industry,  once  a  big  thing  in  the  district,  has  after  a  long  period 
of  depression,  revived  somewhat — the  revival  having  been  largely 
helped  by  the  demand  for  spar  which  occurs  along  with  the  lead  ore. 

I  he  remainder  of  the  adult  male  population  are  mainly  engaged  in 
pastoral  farming.  There  are  no  unemployed. 


Acreage  of  District  is  24,804. 


•> 
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Population  of  District  according  to  1901  census  is  2,615. 

This  has  probably  not  altered  much. 

Births.  There  were  64  births  during  the  year — 28  boys  and 
36  girls.  This  gives  a  birtli  rate  of  24.4  per  1,000  which  is  below 
the  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years  (27  per  1,000).  The  average 
county  rate  for  1907  was  34.8  per  1,000.  There  was  only  one 
illegitimate  birth. 

Deaths.  There  were  34  deaths  of  residents  within  the 
district,  and  one  death  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  district  in  a  public 
institution  outside  the  district,  giving  a  total  of  35  deaths,  equivalent 
to  a  death  rate  of  13.3  per  1,000.  This  is  a  satisfactory  rate  and 
compares  favourably  with  an  average  county  rate  of  17  per  1,000. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate.  There  were  no  deaths  from  notifiable 
infectious  disease.  There  were  4  deaths  from  complications  super¬ 
vening  on  influenza  in  elderly  people  which  gives  a  zymotic  death 
rate  of  1.5  per  1.000.  The  average  county  rate  was  1.98  per  1,000. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate.  There  were  6  deaths  from 
tubercular  disease — a  rate  of  2  per  1,000. 

Cancer  Death  Rate.  There  were  3  deaths  from  cancer — a 
rate  of  1  per  1,000. 

Infant  Mortality.  There  were  3  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  of  age,  and  these  were  certainly  all  from  non-preven table  causes. 

This  gives  an  infantile  death  rate  of  47  per  1,000  registered  births 
which  is  extremely  low.  The  average  county  rate  was  136  per  1,000 
births.  For  this  reason,  I  did  not  consider  myself  justified  in 
advising  you  to  adopt  the  recently  passed  Act  of  Parliament  for 
compulsory  notification  of  births. 

Ages  at  Death.  Deducting  the  above  3  deaths  of  infants 
there  were  32  deaths.  The  average  age  of  these  32  was  59.  There 
were  8  deaths  of  persons  between  70  and  80  years,  and  4  deaths  of 
persons  over  80  years  of  age,  so  that  over  one  third  of  those  dying  in 
the  district  during  the  year  attained  the  scriptural  three  score  years 
and  ten. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

I  had  38  notifications  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year- 
23  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  8  of  diphtheria  and  7  of  erysipelas.  1  he 
scarlet  fever  cases  were  all  at  Rookhope  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
(January  and  February)  excepting  one  case  at  Eastgate  whie.i  was 
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probably  part  of  the  same  outbreak  as  the  patient  was  a  sister  of  a 
teacher  in  the  Rookhope  school.  This  said  teacher  aged  17,  was 
herself  the  earliest  notified  case  of  the  epidemic — having  the  illness 
at  the  end  of  December  1906.  There  were  doubtless  more  than  23 
cases— for  in  many  instances  the  parents  sought  no  medical  advice 
and  the  affected  children  were  running  about  and  were  going  to 
school.  I  made  careful  inspections  of  all  the  children  at  school  and 
sent  some  home.  I  likewise  visited  many  houses  where  it  was 
rumoured  the  disease  had  been  present  and  examined  the  children. 
The  schools  were  closed  on  my  advice  and  well  cleaned  and  disinfected 
before  re-opening. 

At  the  latter  part  of  the  year  we  had  a  widespread  epidemic 
of  measles  in  Frosterley.  This  disease  is  not  notifiable.  Both  the 
schools  were  on  my  advice  closed  for  a  few  weeks.  There  were  no 
fatal  cases. 

We  have  an  emergency  tent  hospital  equipment  in  a  suitable 
field  for  dealing  with  any  small-pox  cases. 

There  is  no  isolation  hospital  for  other  infectious  disease. 
During  the  year  an  enquiry  was  held  by  the  County  Council  in 
reference  to  this  and  as  a  result  the  district  has  been  constituted  an 
hospital  district. 

Disinfectants  were  supplied  gratis  by  your  Inspector  where- 
ever  necessary. 


OTHER  SANITARY  MATTERS. 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  Sewage  Disposal  scheme  at  Frosterley 
is  working  satisfactorily. 

Sewerage  Aorks.  These  are  at  Frosterley,  Hill  End, 
Crawleyside,  and  Rookhope.  The  latter  has  been  extended  during 
the  year  and  all  the  houses  have  been  connected  to  it. 

Water  Supply.  At  Crawleyside  this  has  been  improved  by 
laying  down  a  length  of  100  yards  of  cast  iron  piping  on  the  fell. 

At  Brown’s  Houses  the  pollution  of  the  supply  by  the  using 
of  improper  pipes  to  which  I  have  previously  called  attention,  has 
been  rectified  by  the  laying  down  of  40  yards  of  proper  piping. 

rI  he  water  supply  at  Buckler  Dale  Farm  is  most  unsatisfact¬ 
ory.  rJ  he  owners  will  not  agree  to  the  Council’s  proposal  that  they 
bear  part  of  the  expense  of  connecting  with  the  Council’s  main  at 
Bridge  End,  so  the  Council  have  decided  to  carry  a  supply  from 
their  main  as  far  as  Simpson’s  Cottages,  and  then  give  the  owners  of 
Buckler  Dale  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1878. 


TABLE  I. — For  whole  District. 
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*Bates  calculated  per  ],000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  24,864. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  2,615 

Number  of  inhabited  house?  ...  574  At  census  of 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4.5  1!KU. 


TABLE  II. 


Year 

Population 
estimated  to 

middle  of 
each  year. 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

18)7  ... 

2657 

68 

42 

9 

1898  ... 

2G57 

86 

39 

10 

1899  .. 

26f>7 

68 

35 

10 

1900  ... 

2657 

83 

43 

11 

1901  ... 

2615 

80 

39 

11 

1902  ... 

2615 

68 

42 

9 

1903  .. 

2615 

64 

36 

10 

1904  ... 

2615 

74 

38 

9 

1905  ... 

2615 

63 

38 

8 

1906  ... 

2615 

59 

32 

5 

Averages  of  Years 

1897  to  1906  ... 

2631 

71 

38 

9 

1907  ... 

2615 

64 

35 

3 

TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year,  1907. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  fever  ... 
Typhus  fever  ... 
Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 
Plague  ... 


Totals 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox. 


65  and 
upwards. 


TABLE  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox  ... 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup 

Croup 

1  Typhus 

OtheT 
J  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases 

Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases  ... 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  organs 

Alcoholism  » 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  J 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents  ... 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  'occuring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 
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Deaths  at  all 
ages  cf 
“  Residents” 
belonging  to 
Localties 
whether 
occurring  in 
or  beyond 
the  District. 
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Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents  or 
Non-residents 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 


Tuberculous  Wasting  Diarrhoeal  Common  Infectious 
Other  Causes  Diseases  Diseases  Diseases  Diseases 


Tabic  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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Certified 

Uncertified 


Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  :  Croup  .. 
Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  .. 

Enteritis,  muco-  i 

enteritis,  V 
G astro-enteritis  ) 

Gastritis,  Gastro-  ) 

intestinal  Catarrh  \ 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk 
Starvation 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis 
Tabes  Mesenterica 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  ... 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis 

(nut  Tuberculous )  ... 

Convulsions... 
Bronchitis  ... 
Laryngitis  ... 
Pneumonia  ... 
Suffocation,  overlying 

Other  Causes 


3 
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Ilirths  in  the  year 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1907  ..  2,615 

(legitimate  ..  63  (legitimate  infants  ..  3 

1  Deaths  in  the  year  of  < 

( illegitimate  ..  1  (iHcgitlmatc  infants.,  a 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  al  all  Agc6  35 


Total  Deaths 

under  1  j’ear. 
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Nuisances.  These  were  not  many  and  were  due  to  laxity  in 
emptying  middens  and  ashpits  mainly.  There  have  been  a  few 
blocked  drains.  A  piggery  nuisance  was  found  at  Hill  End.  All 
these  were  promptly  rectified.  Some  pigs  improperly  housed  at 
Frosterley  were  removed  on  notice  being  given  by  your  Inspector. 

New  Privies  and  Ashpits.  Two  new  brick  privies  with 
cemented  pits  have  been  built  at  Frosterley  by  the  Church  Trustees, 
and  two  by  the  executors  of  Joseph  Walton.  Two  yards  at  Hill  End 
belonging  to  Councillor  Shuttleworth  have  been  cemented  and  had 
their  closet  accommodation  improved  New  privies  and  ashpits  have 
been  built  at  White  House  Lodge  and  Uookhope. 

House  Accommodation.  Two  new  houses  erected  by  Mr.  Lee 
at  Frosterley  have  been  occupied.  Messrs  Reed  are  building  four  . 
more  new  houses.  The  row  of  new  houses  erected  by  Mr.  Hopper  at 
the  west  end  of  Frosterley  are  all  occupied. 

House  Disinfection.  This  has  been  done  in  16  instances  by 
your  Inspector  after  infectious  disease.  One  school  was  also  done 
by  him. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  There  are  seven  limestone 
quarries  and  one  whinstone  quarry  in  my  district.  The  men 
employed  work  under  healthy  conditions  and  there  are  no  nuisances. 


I  am, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  BANNERMAN,  M  .B'  (EDIN.) 


Stanhope,  January  1908. 


DERWENT  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weardale  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  your  notice  my  Report  for  the  year 
1907,  with  Statistical  Tables. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character.  The  greatest 
part  of  the  district  is  composed  of  moorland,  with  an  altitude  of 
700  to  1800  feet  above  the  sea  level.  The  total  area  is  13,144 
acres  or  about  20  square  miles.  The  river  Derwent  rises  at  the 
head  of  the  district  and  flows  through  it.  A  few  acres  are  under 
cereals,  and  a  considerable  portion  is  permanent  pasture.  The 
Inhabitants  are  principally  employed  in  rearing  sheep  and  cattle. 

1 

Population.  This  is  rather  more  in  summer  than  in  winter, 
a  few  of  the  houses  not  being  occupied  in  the  latter  season, 
census  population  for  1901,  429. 


V  ital  Statistics.  3  births  and  5  deaths  were  registered. 
Birth-rate  13.0.  Death-rate  22.7  on  estimated  population  of  440. 
Xo  Zymotic  death  rate,  no  infant  mortality. 

One  of  these  deaths  took  place  at  the  County  Lunatic 
Asylum  Sedgefield,  outside  the  district. 


House!  Accommodation.  This  is  ample.  Many  of  the  houses 
are  unoccupied.  A  new  house  has  been  built  at  the  Presser  for 
the  Caretaker.  The  plans  were  examined  by  your  Surveyor  and 
passed  by  the  ( council.  A  few  of  the  older  houses  are  built  back 
to  back.  1  lie  construction  of  a  new  house  at  Edmondbyres  has 
been  authorised,  and  is  now  completed  and  occupied. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.  The  Rectory  at  Edmondbyres 
has  been  supplied  with  a  new  drainage  system.  *put  down  according 
to  plans  examined  by  your  Sanitary  Surveyor  and  passed  by  the 
Councd.  The  Surveyor  inspected  the  works  when  completed  and 
found  them  in  order.  The  rainfall  of  the  district  is  heavy  so  that 
the  drains  are  usually  well  flushed. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1907  and  previous  years. 


TABLE  I. — For  whole  District. 
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•Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  13,114. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  429 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  110 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3.9 


At  census  of 
1901. 


TABLE  II. 


Year 

Population 
estimated  to 

middle  of 
each  year. 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

1897  ... 

492 

9 

8 

1 

1898  ... 

482 

11 

9 

2 

1899  .. 

473 

0 

8 

1900  .. 

463 

10 

8 

1 

1901  ... 

454 

IS 

5 

1902  ... 

484 

0 

5 

1903  .. 

460 

12 

4 

1904  ... 

450 

10 

10 

1 

1905  ... 

460 

13 

6 

1906  ... 

465 

14 

2 

Averages  <>f  Years 

1897  to  1906  ... 

468.3 

10.4 

6.5 

.5 

1907  .. 

440 

3 

5 

TABLE  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occuring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 
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Croup 

")  Typhus 
r,  ( Enteric 
Fever(  Other 

'  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases  ... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases  ... 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  organs  ... 

Alcoholism  ’ 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  J 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

Brain  Affection 

All  other  causes 
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belonging  to 
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the  District. 
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Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents  or 
Non-residents 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 


15 


Excrement  Disposal.  The  privy  system  is  in  use,  there 
being  only  two  water  closets  which  empty  themselves  on  to  the  land 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  houses  The  contents  of  the  privies 
are  periodically  emptied  and  used  as  manure.  The  portion  of  the 
house  refuse  which  is  of  no  value  as  manure  is  thrown  on  to 
waste  land  on  the  moor. 

Water  Supply.  This  is  pure  and  abundant  derived  from 
natural  springs  which  are  numerous.  The  villages  of  Edmondbjwes 
and  Ruff  side  have  public  supplies.  A  new  supply  has  been  put 
in  at  the  Rectory.  Edmondbyres,  taken  from  the  village  main. 

Places  over  which  the  Council  have  Supervision.  There 
are  no  lodging-houses,  bakehouses,  workshops,  workplaces,  slaughter¬ 
houses,  or  offensive  trades.  The  two  Elementary  Schools  are  kept 
in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Milksiiops  and  Dairies.  There  are  no  places  where  milk  is 
publicly  exposed  for  sale,  though  this  article  is  disposed  of  in 
small  quantities  to  neighbours  by  persons  who  keep  cows.  Many 
of  the  householders  keep  one  or  two  cows  for  their  own  domestic 
supply. 


Nuisances.  No  nuisances  have  been  complained  of. 

Infectious  Diseases.  Two  cases  of  measles  were  notified 

at  Edmond bvres. 

«/ 


Inspection  of  District.  The  District  has  been  visited 
several  times  by  your  Inspector,  and  is  under  my  own  constant 
observation. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

ANDREW  VEITCH,  M.D. 


.January,  1908 


WOLSINGHAM  -  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weardale  Rural  District 

Council. 

V^v1  <2S?  /\V  ^ 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report,  briefly  indicating  the 
condition  of  this  district,  as  regards  health,  during  the  year  1007, 
with  the  usual  statistical  returns. 

Population.  The  papulation  somewhat  fluctuates,  according 
to  the  number  of  men  employed  at  the  Wolsingham  Steel  Works, 
where  the  male  population  chiefly  find  employment. 

0 

The  estimated  population  is  about  3,600. 

Births.  There  were  90  births  registered  during  the  year, 
which  gives  a  rate  of  23.6  per  1,000  population  per  annum.  This 
compares  unfavourably  with  the  County  rate,  for  the  same  period, 
which  equals  30.8. 

Deaths.  During  the  year  -11  deaths  occurred,  which  is 
equivalent  to  a  rate  of  11.3  per  1,000  population.  It  is  noteworthy 
that  this  is  the  lowest  death  rate  recorded  for  this  district,  during 
the  last  ten  years. 

Infectious  Disease.  T  received  70  notifications  of  inf  jet  ions 


disease,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  53 

Diphtheria  ...  17 

Enteric  Fever  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  4 


Scarlet  Fever  was  seriously  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  40  cases  having  been  notified  then,  these  cases 
being  a  continuation  of  the  epidemic,  which  occurred  during  the 
latter  part  ol  last  year  1  he  disease  was  spread  in  the  usual  wav, 
by  indiscriminate  visiting  at  infected  houses,  and  a  disregard  of  the 
most  ordinary  precautions.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  your  Council  will 
soon  provide  an  Isolation  Hospital,  for  those  cases  which  occur  in 
houses  where  efficient  isolation  becomes  an  absolute  impossibility. 


Diphtheria.  All  were  of  a  mild  type  and  none  proved  fatal. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  Elementary  Schools  play  an  important 
part  in  the  dissemination  of  infectious  disease,  and  the  schools  here 
are  particularly  liable  to  do  so,  owing  to  their  faulty  construction 
and  absence  of  efficient  means  of  ventilation,  and  the  children  being 
confined  in  consequence  for  many  hours  in  a  vitiated  atmosphere, 
are  placed  under  circumstances,  which  certainly  lessens  their  power 
of  resistance  against  communicable  disease. 

Enteric  Fever.  One  case  of  enteric  fever  occurred  in  the 
Upper  Town,  the  water  from  Chapel  Walls’  well  being  suspected  as 
the  cause,  but  on  analysis,  1  y  the  County  Analyst,  it  was  found  to 
be  fairly  good.  The  other  case  occurred  at  the  East  End,  and  the 
man  probably  contracted  the  disease  when  following  his  employment 
as  scavenger. 

After  the  termination  of  a  case  of  infectious  disease,  disin¬ 
fection  of  the  room  occupied,  is  carried  out  whenever  practicable. 

Zymotics.  There  were  6  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases, 
which  gives  a  rate  of  1.6  per  1,000  population.  The  Administrative 
County  Date,  for  the  same  period,  is  1.9  per  1,000. 

Infant  Mortality.  Ten  infants  died  under  one  year  of  age, 
which  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  104.1  per  1,000  births. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  accounted  for  three 
deaths,  which  equals  a  rate  of  .83  per  1,000  population.  This  is  a 
great  improvement  upon  last  year,  when  seven  deaths  were  recorded. 

House  unfit  for  Habitation.  The  house  in  Meadhope  street, 
mentioned  in  my  last  report,  has  been  closed. 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  improve  the  insanitary  yard  and 
privy  midden  behind  three  houses  in  the  Upper  Town,  also  mentioned 
in  last  year’s  report.  The  same  applies  to  three  houses  at  the  West 
End. 


Scavenging.  The  scavenging  was  carried  out  fairly  well 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  the  contractor  then  developed 
enteric  fever  and  your  Council  appointed  another  man  in  his  place 
who  did  the  work  well. 

Water  Supply.  There  are  now  in  the  Special  Drainage 
District,  41)1  houses,  which  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains 
of  the  Weardale  &  Consett  Water  Company.  Seven  new  houses  have 
had  this  water  connected,  during  the  year,  which  is  of  good  quality. 


Bradley  Hall  Farm.  The  well  water,  supplying  this  farm, 
was  found  on  analysis,  by  the  County  Analyst,  to  be  polluted.  The 
owner  intends  putting  in  a  supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Weardale 
&  Consett  Water  Company. 


New  Houses.  The  18  new  houses  which  were  in  last  year’s 
report,  stated  to  be  ready  for  occupation  are  now  all  occupied.  Two 
good  houses  have  been  erected  at  the  West  End  and  another  at  the 
Upper  Town  and  are  occupied. 


Five  privies  at  White  Kirkley  have  been  very  much  improved. 


A  new  Auction  Mart  has  been  erected  near  the  Market  Place, 
and  is  properly  drained  into  the  sewers. 


A  house  in  the  High  street,  has  had  new  drains  put  in  and 
water  closet  erected. 


A  house  at  the  W  est  End  has  had  a  water  closet  erected. 


Further  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  drainage  at 
Tunstall  Farm. 


A  new  privy  has  been  erected  at  Holm  House  Farm. 

A  new  ash  closet  has  been  added,  to  aliouse  at  the  East  End. 

i 

1 

Nuisances.  The  nuisances  were  generally  in  connection  with 
defective  house  drains,  privies,  ashpits,  pollution  of  streams,  and 
170  informal  notices  served  by  your  Inspector,  had  the  desired  effect. 

Cowbyres.  A  new  byre  has  been  erected  at  Halfway  House 

Farm. 


At  Low  Doctor  Pasture  Farm  the  buildings  and  drainage 
have  been  greatly  improved. 


The  cowbyre  at  Holm  House  Farm  has  been  raised,  suitable 
windows  have  been  put  in,  and  the  floor  has  been  cemented. 


TABLE  I. — For  whole  District 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  21,552 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  3,500 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  533 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  5.3 


At  census  of 

1901. 


TABLE  II. 


Year 

Population 
estimated  to 

middle  of 

each  year. 

V 

1 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

1807  ... 

3,400 

70 

51 

4 

1808  ... 

3,400 

77 

62 

11 

1809  .. 

3,450 

58 

47 

2 

1000  ... 

3,450 

72 

46 

6 

1001  ... 

3,500 

75 

55 

8 

1002  ... 

3,500 

106 

54 

12 

1003  .. 

3,500 

94 

37 

12 

1004  ... 

3,500 

92 

41 

9 

1005  ... 

3,500 

100 

42 

8 

1906  ... 

3,600 

77 

61 

8 

Averages  of  Years 

189^ to  1006  ... 

3.480 

82.1 

49.3 

8 

1907  ... 

3.600 

96 

1  41 

10 

TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year,  1907. 
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DISTRICT. 
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Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  including 
Membranous  Croup 

17 

8 

9 

Erysipelas 

4 

4 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

53 

12 

35 

6 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 

Plague  ... 

2 

2 

Totals 

76 

20 

44 

6 

6 

Isolation  Hospital  for  Smcdl-pox  only. — Tent 


TABLE  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1907. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age 
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Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  :  Croup  ... 
Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

Enteritis,  muco-  j 
enteritis,  > 
G  astro-enteritis  1 

Gastritis,  Gastro-  ) 
intestinal  Catarrh  | 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk 
Starvation 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis 
Tabes  Mesenterica 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  ... 

Erysipelas  ... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous)  ... 

Convulsions... 
Bronchitis  ... 
Laryngitis  ... 
Fneumonia  ... 
Suffocation,  overlying 

Other  Causes 


3 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1907 
( legitimate  . .  96 


t  legitimate 

|  illegltlmat.  ..  ““ 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages  ..  10 


3  (r°° 

legitimate  infants  ..  10 


(legitimate  infants. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Offccr  of  Health  for  the  year  K)oj, 
for  the  Wolsingham  Rural  District  of  Weardale . 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Work¬ 
places  and  Homework. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

| 

Inspections. 

W  ritten 
Notices. 

Pros¬ 

ecutions. 

Factories  •••  •••  •••  ... 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

C 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workshops . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

6 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workplaces  . 

Total 

12 

No  improvements,  to  remedy  the  unhealthy  condition  of  many 
of  the  other  cowbyres  in  the  district,  have  taken  place  during  the 
year  ;  two  byres  in  particular,  one  at  Friar  Side  Farm  and  the  other 
at  High  Wiserley  Farm  are  in  a  bad  state,  owing  to  want  of  light, 
cement,  channelling,  air  space,  and  ventilation.  These  defects  I 
pointed  out  in  last  year’s  report. 

Friarside  harm  has  had  a  proper  supply  of  water  added 
during  the  year.  High  Wiserley  Farm  has  not  a  proper  supply  of 
water,  this  is  especially  dangerous  as  cows  are  kept  at  this  farm  and 
butter  is  made  for  sale. 

No  improvements  have  taken  place  to  remedy  the  insanitary 
condition  of  the  Dean’s  Farm,  which  has  neither  proper  water  supply 
nor  privy  accommodation.  The  cowbyres  here  also  require  attention 
owing  to  the  want  of  light,  air  space,  and  means  of  ventilation. 

Inspections.  Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  bv 
myself  and  also  accompanied  by  your  Inspector  of  nuisances,  several 
times  during  the  year. 

Factory  and  Workshop’s  Act.  During  the  year  all  the 
factories  and  workshops  were  inspected  and  found  satisfactory  as 
regards  sanitation. 

o 


SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS. 

1.  — An  Isolation  Hospital  and  Ambulance,  for  infectious  cases. 

2.  —  Improvements  to  remedy  the  unhealthy  condition  of 
many  of  the  cowbyres. 

3.  — A  continued  abolition  of  insanitary  and  defective  midden 
privies  for  ashclosets  or  preferably  waterclosets. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  H.  O.  GARBUTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ST.  JOHN’S  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weardale  Rural  District 

Council. 


y^as? 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  Report  with 
the  usual  tables  of  vital  Statistics,  infectious  diseases,  infant  mor¬ 
tality,  and  Inspection  of  factories,  workshops,  laundries,  workplaces, 
and  homework  premises. 

General  Description  of  District.  This  district  is  comprised 
in  an  area  of  36,01)6  acres.  In  addition  to  the  villages  of  Laneliead, 
Cowshill,  Wear  head.  West  Black  Dene,  Ireshopeburn,  St.  John’s 
Chapel,  Daddry  Shields,  and  Westgate,  there  are  farms  and  hamlets, 
the  whole  being  surrounded  by  high  moorlands  reaching  to  2,000 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  valley  at  the  east  part  of  the 
division  is  768  feet  above  sea  level,  rising  at  the  head  of  the  Wear 
river  to  over  1,000  feet. 

Population.  The  population  is  more  or  less  stationary.  This 
is  due  to  some  extent  to  the  regular  employment  afforded,  but  more 
particularly  to  the  small  farm  holdings  which  have  been  so  long  a 
conspicuous  feature  in  the  history  of  the  district,  and  which  have 
exerted  far  reaching  and  beneficient  influences  in  determining  the 
character  of  the  people.  The  cheap  railway  facilities  taken  advantage 
of  by  workmen  going  to  and  from  their  work,  are  also  a  means  of 
maintaining  the  stationary  nature  of  the  population. 

Births.  There  were  78  births,  41  males  and  37  females,  in 
contrast  to  67  registered  in  the  previous  year.  This  equals  24*4  of 
the  population,  and  is  a  comparatively  low  rate.  The  birth  rate  for 
the  administrative  County  of  Durham  is  34*8. 

Deaths.  There  were  44  deaths  as  compared  with  51  deaths 
in  1606.  This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  13*8  in  favourable  contrast 
to  the  administrative  Countv  which,  for  the  same  year,  shows  a  rate  of 
17*0  per  thousand  of  tin*  population.  This  is  the  lowest  death  rate 
which  has  yet  been  recorded  in  the  history  of  the*  dale. 


TABLE  I. —  For  whole  District 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  36,096 


Total  population  at  all  age*  ...  3,186 

Number  of  inhabited  house-  ...  803 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3.0 


At  census  of 
1901.  ^ 


TABLE  II. 


1 
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Population 
estimated  to 

middle  of 

each  year. 

j 

j 

Births 
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at  all  ages. 
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One  Year. 

181)7  ... 

•  • 
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70 

51 

4 
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77 

62 

11 
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59 

47 

2 
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46 

6 
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56 
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r-  - 

i  0 

55 
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51 

5 
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1900  ... 

3.271 

i  68 
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6 
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78 

I 
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TABLE  111. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Y$ar ,  1907. 


CASES 

NOTIFIED 

IN  WHOLE 

DISTRICT. 

AT 

AGES— YEARS. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all  ages. 

LTnder  1. 
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Small-pox 

Cholera  .  . 

Diphtheria  including 
Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 

Plague  .,. 

1 

5 

3 

1 

3 

1 

o 

O 

1 

Totals 

9 

4 
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3 

1 

Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  only.— Tent 


TABLE  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1907. 
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belonging  to 
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Totai  Deaths 
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Non-residents 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907 
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Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  :  Croup  . 
W hooping  Couyh 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

Enteritis,  mueo- 

enteritis, 

G  astro-enteritis 

Gastritis,  Gastro¬ 
intestinal  Catarrh 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk 
Starvation 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis 
Tabes  Mesenterica 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  ... 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets  ...  ... 

Meningitis 

( not  Tuhercuhnts)  ... 

Convulsions... 
Bronchitis  ... 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 
Suffocation,  overlying 

Other  Causes 
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Births  in  the  year 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1007 
i  legitimate  ..  7* 


.1  1S0 

1  legitimate  infant*  .. 
Deaths  in  the  year  of  ] 

j  ...  ,  _  (  illegitimate  infant*, 

(illegitimate  ..  7  v  * 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  •• 


(> 


Total  Deaths 

under  1  vear. 


In  relation  to  the  birth  and  death  rate,  one  unique  feature 
worth  mentioning  is  the  fact  that  while  the  death  rate  is  the  lowest 
as  yet  recorded,  the  birth  rate  is  the  highest  which  has  been  regis¬ 
tered  for  the  last  ten  years. 


Infant  Mortality.  Six  children  died  under  one  year  of  age, 
which  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  76'9  per  thousand  of  the  births  registered. 
This  contrasts  very  favourably  with  the  administrative  County  which 
for  the  past  year  has  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  136  per  thousand  of 
the  births  registered  Five  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  premature 
birth,  and  one  was  attributed  to  pneumonia.  It  is  interesting  and 
instructive  to  note  the  ages  at  which  the  infants  died.  Of  the  five 
deaths  ascribed  to  premature  birth,  one  lived  half-an-hour  ;  another 
one  hour  ;  the  third  twenty  one  hours  ;  the  fourth  nine  days,  and  the 
fifth  and  last  sixteen  days.  Expressed  in  another  way  three  died 
under  one  week  ;  one  under  one  to  two  weeks  ;  and  one  under  two  to 
three  weeks.  The  age  of  the  child  who  died  from  pneumonia  was 
eight  months. 


As  this  subject  lias  been  discussed  in  a  series  of  notable 
articles  in  one  of  the  leading  newspapers  in  the  North  of  England, 
thereby  attracting  much  public  attention,  it  is  desirable  to  examine 
and  analyse  all  the  facts  which  are  at  our  disposal.  It  is  quite  true 
that  insanitary  surroundings,  improper  feeding,  and  ignorance  of  the 
mothers  contribute  largely  to  the  causes  of  infant  mortality.  But 
there  are  other  causes,  equally  important,  which  must  be  dealt  with 
in  connection  with  this  matter. —There  are  certain  ante-natal  condit¬ 
ions,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  reliable  authorities,  are  responsible  for 
the  vast  majority  of  the  deaths  of  children  in  the  early  weeks  and 
months  of  infancy.  These  conditions  can  only  be  combated  by  the 
slow  process  of  reform  as  the  result  of  the  persistent  education  of  the 
people,  and  for  this  reason  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  only  this 
year  come  into  operation,  with  its  necessary  sequel  of  the  appointment 
of  lady  health  visitors,  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 


Consumption,  Phthisis,  or  Tuberculosis.  For  the  third  year 
in  succession  onlv  four  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  cause,  or  at  the 
rate  of  1*2  per  thousand  of  the  population.  Although  a  shade  higher 
than  the  administrative  County,  it  is  nevertheless  very  satisfactory. 
At  no  time  in  the  history  of  this  district  has  there  been  anything  like 
so  low  a  death  rate  from  this  cause,  and  your  Council  is  to  be  heartily 
congratulated  on  the  wise  policv  which  it  adopted  years  ago  to 
combat  ibis  great  evil. 


To  emphasize  and  show  the  real  improvement  which  has 
been  effected,  I  have  drawn  up  a  table  stating  the  numbers  of  deaths 
each  year  from  this  cause  since  I  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  for 
this  district. 


1896 

there  were 

14 

deaths. 

1897 

yy 

7 

deaths. 

1898 

y y 

12 

deaths. 

1899 

yy 

15 

deaths. 

1900 

yy 

rr 

t 

deaths. 

1901 

yy 

9 

deaths. 

1902 

yy 

8 

deaths. 

1903 

yy 

10 

deaths. 

1904 

y  y 

8 

deaths. 

1905 

y  y 

4 

deaths. 

1906 

yy 

4 

deaths. 

1907 

y  y 

4 

deaths. 

Other  Diseases  of  Rispiratory  Organs  accounted  for  two 
deaths,  or  at  the  rate  of  *62  per  1,000.  The  rate  for  the  admin¬ 
istrative  County  is  3*09. 

Ages  at  Death.  Six  were  persons  under  one  year ;  one  over 
five  and  under  fifteen  years  ;  two  over  fifteen  and  under  twenty-five  ; 
eighteen  over  twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five  ;  and  seventeen  over 
sixty-five,  four  of  whom  were  eighty  years  and  upwards.  The 
greatest  age  recorded  for  the  year  was  eighty  seven  years. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  were  nine  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  through¬ 
out  the  year  as  compared  with  eleven  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these 
one  was  a  case  of  diphtheria,  five  were  cases  of  erysipelas,  and  three 
of  scarlet  fever. 


In  each  case  disinfectants  were  supplied  by  your  Inspector. 


G  EN  E  R  A  E  S  A  N I T  A  R  V  WO  UK. 


I  reported  last  year  that  new  drainage  at  Horsley  Hall  had 
been  put  down,  so  far  as  the  house  fittings  were  concerned.  T  have 
now  to  report  that  the  whole  of  the  outside  drainage,  with  the 
exception  of  one  section  outlet,  lias  been  put  down  in  new  work 
which  has  been  well  done. 


New  drainage  to  the  Council’s  sewer  lias  been  put  down  in 
cast  iron  pipes  at  the  Freemason’s  Arms  Inn,  at  Cowshill. 


At  Low  Prvse,  four  houses  belonging  to  the  St.  John’s 
Chapel  Oddfellows  Ixxlge  M.Tr.,  have  been  drained  and  proper  traps 
fixed. 


A  nuisance  occurred  at  Wearhead  where  a  cow  had  through 
illness  lain  in  a  cowbyre  several  weeks.  The  Inspector  called  my 
attention  to  this  matter.  We  inspected  the  place  together,  and 
concluded  that  there  was  a  serious  nuisance.  In  addition  the  cow¬ 
byre  was  in  a  bad  condition  as  to  the  collection  of  manure,  &c.  The 
Inspector  gave  notice  that  the  nuisance  be  abated  at  once,  and  this 
was  attended  to.  The  animal  was  killed,  and  buried  at  a  suitable 
place,  and  the  byre  cleansed  and  disinfected. 


Another  complaint  was  made  of  a  nuisance  owing  to  the 
carcase  of  a  heifer  which  had  died,  being  hung  up  in  a  byre  where 
other  cattle  were  kept.  This  was  removed  on  notice  being  given. 


A  butcher’s  midden  at  Westgate  which  was  close  to  the 
public  road  was  removed  after  notice  was  given. 


Nuisances  to  the  extent  of  15  occurred  in  connection  with 
ashpits  and  privies.  These  nuisances  were  abated. 


New  Pin  vies  and  Ashpits.  A  new  privy  lias  been  built  at 
West  Black  Dene,  also  one  at  Stone  Heap,  another  at  Daddry  Shields, 
near  St  John’s  Chapel,  and  one  North  of  Westgate. 


4  Houses  Disinfected.  Five  houses  and  one  school  have  been 

fumigated  by  the  Inspector. 

i 

% 

i 

^  W  a  ten  Supplies.  A  new  and  an  abundant  water  supply  has 

been  taken  from  the  open  fell  known  as  Chapel  Fell,  and  the  water 
coming  off  sandstone  is  excellent.  This  replaces  the  old  supply 
which  came  from  a  pasture  adjoining  the  open  fell. 


Cowbyre  Improvements.  A  cowbre  at  Hill  House,  belonging 
to  Mr.  E.  Rutherford  has  been  greatly  improved  in  respect  to 
lighting,  cement,  flooring,  &c. 


Two  byres  have  been  improved  at  Dyke  Head,  Burnhope. 

Cowbyre  Nuisances.  In  respect  to  a  cowbyre  at  St  John’s 
Chapel,  owned  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and  tenanted  by 
Mrs.  Dargue,  I  inspected  this  byre  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  It 
was  a  nuisance,  and  the  Council  was  recommended  to  close  it.  The 
building  was  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  other  buildings,  one  of 
which  was  a  cottage  house,  and  the  tenants  complained.  The  byre 
was  not  ventilated  and  altogether  unfit  for  the  housing  of  cattle. 

Piggery  Nuisance.  At  the  same  place  two  pigs  were  kept  in 
a  building  belonging  to  Mrs.  Wearmouth  and  used  as  a  wash-house. 
This  nuisance  was  abated  by  the  removal  of  the  pigs. 


SANITAR  Y  REQU I R  EM  ENTS. 


1. — Refuse  depots  for  the  different  villages. 


2.  — The  continuance  of  the  work  of  improving  thecowbyres. 

3.  —  To  continue  to  distribute  information  to  the  public  in 
regard  to  the  best  means  of  preventing  phthisis  or  consumption. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


JOHN 


EASTON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

St.  John’s  Chapel,  February  1 908. 


